
Guyana joins the rest  of  the world in observing 
International  Day for Air  Traffic Control lers .  This  is  a  good 
opportunity to pay tr ibute to the many men and women 
serving as a ir  traffic control lers  for  the invaluable service 
provided by these unseen heroes to the air  transport  sector 
across the globe.  I  am especial ly  proud of our a ir  traffic 
control lers  for  their  hard work,  commitment and dedication 
to service of  aviation in Guyana during this  COVID-19 
pandemic.
COVID-19 has caused air  travel  around the world to 
plummet.  After more than one year ,  this  v irus continues to 
wreak unforeseen havoc on the world’s  economies.  The 
result  of  this  pandemic saw many persons working from 
home; schools  were c losed and teachers and chi ldren had 
to,  and continue in some cases,  embrace onl ine learning.   
Agencies and businesses providing essential  services were 
al lowed to remain open with str ict  measures in place,  which 
included our Air  Navigation Services Directorate (ANSD) 
and the Air  Traffic Control lers  who had to face this  new 
invis ible enemy to provide a cr itical  and an essential  service 
to the aviation sector ,  and by extension the nation.
For a l ittle whi le the skies and roadways in Guyana and 
other parts  of  the world became barren.  Our Domestic 
air l ine industry plunged to a very low level  in terms of 
commuting by air .  The world-wide air l ine industry has been 
hit  the hardest by the COVID-19 pandemic.  The demand for 
a ir  travel  was cr ippled by the publ ic ’s  fear of  the infectious 
disease and being trapped in an aircraft for hours.  Countr ies 
imposing travel  restr ictions also reduced the demand for 
international  flights.
As air  travel  s lowed,  a ir  traffic operations were also reduced 

to unprecedented levels .  Many air  navigation service 
providers (ANSPs)  quickly found that their  revenue streams 
dr ied up.  The sole source of  income for the Guyana Civi l  
Aviation Authority (GCAA) is  generated from user fees,  
based on the weight of  a ircraft,  distance flown, and air  
traffic services provided by the ANS. Without this  v ita l  
service,  medical  suppl ies and other precious cargo that is  
needed during this  pandemic would not have been possible 
to acquire and del iver .  
I t  is  through the dedication,  commitment and hard work of  
our Air  Traffic Control lers ,  even in the face of  imminent 
danger that the GCAA was able to continue providing the 
nation with an essential  service,  thus helping the medical  
and other front l ine workers to fight the spread of the 
COVID-19 virus in the nation.
Through str ict  protocols ,  including sanitization,  mask 
wearing and social  distancing,  we have been able to 
continue to perform our duties the best  we can.  As we see 
the l ight at  the end of the COVID-19 pandemic tunnel ,  the 
lesson learned should be that the GCAA’s ANS directorate 
is  part  of  our national  security and a cr itical  component of  
the nation’s  economy as i t  recovers from the pandemic 
downturn.
I  salute and thank you for your efforts ,  dedication and 
commitment to keeping air  travel  as the safest  mode of 
transport .  
Happy International  Air  Traffic Control lers  Day to al l  the Air  
Traffic Control lers .
Lt.  Col .  Egbert  Field,  A.A
Director General  


